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Description of Provision
Discussion/Likely Impact
Estimated Costs (if available)

Sec. 101.  Energy and Water Savings in Congressional Buildings.  Authorizes studies to implement improved methods and sub-metering in federal buildings.

Primary beneficiaries:   Federal building occupants.
Recommendation:  Language allows agencies to retain water/energy savings from investments, but earmarks them for continued investment in improved efficiency.  It is not clear whether this benefit is retained only in the first year an investment is made (which appropriations in subsequent years reduced by Congress), or whether multiple years of savings are retained.  Since many conservation methods have paybacks longer than 1 year, actions to ensure multi-year savings retention should be taken.




Sec. 103.  Energy use measurement and accountability.  Sets deadlines by which all Federal buildings shall be metered or submetered.

Primary beneficiaries:  Government Services Administration
Recommendation:  Metering is a useful administrative planning tool but is most effective when tenants are charged for their consumption levels.  If this is not already to occur (the language is not clear), the provision should be modified so that charging becomes possible.

 


Sec. 107.  Voluntary commitments to reduce industrial energy intensity.  Allows Secretary of Energy to enter in agreements with sectors to reduce energy intensity, and to recognize them publicly.
Nice promotional activity, and it could actually provide tangible benefits as programs like Energy Star have done.  The challenge will be to ensure industry trade associations don't use the voluntary measures to deflect or delay real changes in their production systems.  


Sec. 110.  Increased use of recovered mineral component in federally funded projects using cement or concrete. Emphasizes (though doesn't require) increased use blast furnace slag, coal combustion fly ash, and any other diverted waste material that DOE determines is beneficially reused in concrete.

Primary beneficiaries:  Coal and steel industries.
Recommendation:  Priority on quality should always be paramount.  Preferences okay, so long as prices are the same or lower than existing products.  Unfortunately, the end-uses discussed in this section are at the bottom of the value chain, especially for diversions from solid waste stream.  The preferences should not pay a premium, as doing so would reduce the cost of waste management in the coal and virgin steel sectors, disadvantaging cleaner fuels and recycled steel.




Subtitle B - Energy Assistance and State Programs.

Sec. 121, 122:  Increases funding to Low Income Home Energy Assistance and Weatherization Assistance.  

Primary beneficiaries:  People unable to pay their heating bill.
Recommendation:  Helping the poor stay warm in winter and cool in the summer is an important goal.  To the extent that the program can gradually increase its focus to weatherization rather than price supports, it can reduce the long-term heating/cooling burden for these people.

Discussion:  Program emphasis under current and proposed funding levels continues to prioritize fuel purchases over infrastructure improvements (weatherization).  The weatherization share remains less than 15% of total funding.
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